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irksome task to me to personate Mr. Bickerstaff any longer; and I believe it does not often happen, that the reader is delighted where the author is displeased.
All I can now do for the further gratification of the town, is to give them a faithful index and explication of passages and allusions, and sometimes of persons intended in the several scattered parts of the work. At the same time, the succeeding volumes shall discover which of the whole have been written by me, and which by others, and by whom, as far as I am able, or permitted.1
Thus I have voluntarily done what I think all authors should do when called upon. I have published my name to rny writings, and given myself up to the mercy of the town (as Shakespeare expresses it) with all my imperfections on my head.2 The indulgent readers' Most obliged,
Most obedient,
Humble Servant,
RICHARD STEELE.
1  See the preface to the original collected edition, given in vol. L
2  "Hamlet," act i. sc. 5.
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